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To ensure that Plan S successfully drives an inclusive global movement for change, its implementation 
should be coordinated globally, support dissemination options for everyone and promote real transition. 
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Many institutions globally are not in a position to enter into transformative agreements at this time. 
Based on our projections, we are confident that we will migrate an increasing proportion of our 

customers into such agreements by 2030.  Therefore, to allow global market buy-in, we recommend that 

cOAlition S supports such agreements until at least 2030.  

3.2  Clarify which revenue streams can support the green route to open access in the longer term 

cOAlition S members should state clearly that the green OA route for compliance is transitional, or otherwise 

clarify which revenue stream can compliantly support this route in the longer term. 

On the one hand, the green OA route is valued by the researchers in our 
community as this is the easiest route to Plan S compliance and the 

route with minimal changes in terms of cost implications. However, on 

the other hand, researchers and publishers are increasingly saying that 

the green route has been transitional and had its best day7 or that there 

needs to be proper thought and clarity on which revenue streams will 

support this route, and cover the cost of quality control in research 

dissemination, if not subscription revenue5. We recommend that 
cOAlition S members state clearly that the green route to Plan S 

compliance is transitional, or otherwise clarify which revenue streams 

can compliantly support this route in the longer term. 

‘The subscription model entirely 

funds the green approach to OA, 
and so an important 

consideration is what will happen 
to the subscription payments if 

all, or even a majority, of the 
journal’s content is available in 

this way.’5

Contact 

The Royal Society of Chemistry would be happy to discuss any of the issues raised in our statement in more 
detail. Any questions should be directed to Dr Karen Stroobants at be directed0080(c)842, andi54(a)4((i)-3(n)- in4(e)-q
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https://www.coalition-s.org/about/
/globalassets/04-campaigning-outreach/campaigning/science-horizons/science-horizons-report.pdf
https://sfdora.org/read/
/globalassets/05-journals-books-databases/open-access/researchers-voice-on-open-access/researchers-voice-on-open-access.pdf
https://wellcome.figshare.com/articles/Society_Publishers_Accelerating_Open_Access_and_Plan_S_-_Final_Project_Report/9805007
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/12/06/why-society-and-not-for-profit-journals-are-worth-preserving-better-economic-and-continuing-value-for-the-community/
https://www.pnas.org/content/111/26/9425
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